
From Pastor Mary Beth       
Ashes to Ashes, Dust to Dust

On Wednesday, March 1, St. Paul’s Church will celebrate Ash Wednesday 
with an evening service of worship (6:00PM at the church). It is no coincidence  
that Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent. Ash Wednesday is a day of 
repentance and confession – and always includes the imposition of ashes, a  
penitential tradition that harkens back to the Hebrew Bible. The ashes remind us  
that we are made from dust, and to that dust, we shall return. Ash Wednesday is a  
solemn day: it reminds us of our mortality; it reminds us that death is very near,  
and very real. 

Ash Wednesday is serious business. Death is serious business. And yet, I 
wonder if Ash Wednesday might, at the same time, have something to teach us  
about not being so serious, about not taking ourselves so seriously.

If we come from dust, and are going back to the dust, that means that  
nothing, ultimately, is in our hands. God created us from the ground, and, with  
God, we’re going back to the ground. We trust that God will hold us there; that,  
even in the grave, God will not forsake us.

We can also trust that today – with our work and worship, our discernment  
and dreams, our hopes and hang-ups, all of it – is up to God. Nothing is up to us, 
ultimately. And if that is true, then we might start to worry a little less about  
details and deadlines, our future and our fears. What if Ash Wednesday – and  
Lent, for that matter – in all its seriousness and solemnity, also teaches us, simply, 
about living for today, just today, and not worrying about tomorrow? 

From ashes we came. To ashes we will return. And through it all, we 
belong to God. This is serious – and wonderful – business. 

Thanks be to God!

 March/April 2017



Please join us in worship for Holy Week and Easter, as we give up ourselves to 
God as best as we are able. “For where two or three are gathered in my name, 
there I am among them” (Matt. 18:20).

Thursday, April 13 6:00PM – Maundy Thursday service at St. Paul’s Church
Love poured out. The service will include the Last Supper and hand-

washing.
Friday, April 14 11:30AM – Good Friday Community Passion Walk

Meet at St. Malachy’s at 11:30.  Lunch to follow the walk at St. John’s.
Friday, April 14 7:00PM – Good Friday Service at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church

A service to which both St. Paul’s and St. John’s members are invited,  
featuring beautiful choral music from the combined choir.

Sunday, April 16 7:00AM – He is risen! Sunrise service at St. John’s Church
This service will be a combined service with St. John’s, and will feature  
special music.  It will be followed by a delicious Easter breakfast,  
provided by the youth of St. Paul’s (in our fellowship room) starting at  
8:00 am.

Sunday, April 16 10:30AM – Easter service at St. Paul’s Church
A joyful service with communion. 



Community Lenten Wednesday Lunches:
Join the community for Lenten lunch! Lunch begins at 11:30AM.

Wed, March 8: Carla Werre at St. Malachy’s
Wed, March 15: Phil Davis or Mary Beth Mardis-LeCroy at Hopkins Grove
Wed, March 22: Craig Ferguson at St. Paul’s
Wed, March 29: Jim Bruch at Evangelical Free
Wed, April 5: Wendy Musgrave at Garden Prairie

*Good Friday Community Passion Walk will be on April 14. The walk begins at 
St. Malachy's at 11:30am and culminates with lunch at St. John's. Hope you can 
join in!

Looking for groups/committees to host Lenten Lunch Suppers…
St. Paul’s will once again offer a meal every Wednesday at 6:00 pm during Lent, which 
will include a worship experience (all downstairs). We are looking for 
groups/committees to host Lenten suppers on the following dates: March 15th, and 
April 5th. A signup sheet is on the back bulletin board in the church.

Getting to Know You…  
One of our Visioning Goals is to nurture all of our wonderful members and friends of 
St. Paul’s. One of the ways we want to do that is to get to know each other better! 
Maybe you’ve been around for fifty years, or maybe for fifty minutes, but either way, 
there are things we don’t know about you that we’d like to! Please fill out a sheet in the 
back (“Three Things You Don’t Know about Me”), and place it in the shoe box in the 
back of the sanctuary. Stay tuned to what will happen next…!



From the Christian Ed/Youth Committee

The youth and their leaders had an amazing time at Seven Oaks on February 12! We also loved 
going to the Roosas’ house for hot chocolate and treats, AND a ride on their zip-line!!

We are looking forward to our March event: a talent show/ coffee house!! It will be held on Sunday, 
March 12 from 7:00-8:00 downstairs at the church, and will include sweet treats and drinks. 

If you are a youth of any age (3-18) and would like to share a talent (e.g. singing, dancing, a 
monologue, etc etc), please let Pat McDermott know. (Text him at 515-360-2220). 

For the rest of you, everyone is invited to attend (parents, friends, etc). We hope you can come 
support our youth on March 12 at 7PM!!

And a Little Child Shall Lead Them…If you missed worship on February 12, you 
missed an amazing day!!! Our kids rocked the house, leading us in worship all morning 
long. We are all grateful to them, and to their parents  and grandparents, for being there 
and letting their light shine!! Please see our St. Paul’s face book page for photos of this 
great event!! 

From the Sabbatical Working Group 

While Pastor Mary Beth is on Sabbatical, let us embrace her adventure and time away 
by coming together and celebrating our Church Family. 
Your Sabbatical Working Group has come up with some great ideas for the 12 weeks we 
will be missing Pastor Mary Beth. She believes in us and has helped us to grow and to 
see our own talents. Even though we will miss her during this time, let’s make her proud 
of this amazing family we have all become and show her what she has taught us.
Here are some of the ideas that the Sabbatical Committee has come up with:

 Singing Church Sunday
 Small Groups getting to know each other
 Children led Service
 Sharing Your Faith Story
 Having a Lay Preacher from our Church
 Celebration of Lives
 Remembrance Service
 4 of the 12 Sundays, an outside Pastor will be requested for the Communion 

Services
We are looking for any additional ideas you may have as well as if you are called or 
guided to be a speaker. You may not necessarily want to speak, but you may have a story 
that you want to share. You could write up your story to be shared. 



St. Paul’s Church is your family and is calling on you. Anything goes…….Let’s have 
some fun and make this a special time! As Pastor Mary Beth enjoys her adventure, let us 
create our own adventure and let the Spirit of Christ guide us.
Please feel free to reach out to any of the Committee Members with any ideas you may 
have. We have a box in the back of the sanctuary where you can add your ideas.

John Roosa-Julie Mathes-Wes Mathes-Ann Reiter-Jerry Scott-Lisa Winnie 

Visioning and Planning Update January 2017
We had a wonderful Visioning and Planning Retreat on January 15, coming up with 
four priority issues for the year:

1. All ages hymn group to perform at different Senior living centers
2. Nurture members and build relationships
3. Create a gift board to help people in need
4. Spring Fling/May family fun day to welcome absent members

Right now, our Board is working on the details as to how to implement these goals. If 
you would like to be a part of any of these exciting ideas, please see Pastor Mary Beth 
or Julie Mathes (Board Moderator). 

Our Gifts and Our Strengths
The following list was compiled at St. Paul’s 2017 Visioning Retreat:

 We are prayerful
 We have great food
 We are talented
 We are caring people
 We have strong leaders
 We have fun
 We have great kids
 We have all good parents
 We are risk takers
 We have stamina and hope
 We are loving

    
2017 Scholarship Working Group
The 2017 scholarship working group is forming, this year we will review and update 
the application. Receive and review applications and then reward the scholarship 
during worship. A signup sheet is on the back bulletin board at church if you would like 
to help, or contact Michelle Ringgenberg dmringg93@gmail.com

mailto:dmringg93@gmail.com


St Paul's Gift Exchange
We are excited to announce the St Paul's Gift Exchange is happening!  This is 
one of our four goals from the visioning meeting.  Our plan is to connect people 
with 'gifts' with people who have 'needs'. We envision using 'gifts' and 'needs' in 
loose terms, more about that below. Initially we will be focusing on our 
congregation. Then as the project grows, we hope to branch out to the 
community.  We will be using two coordinators, Ann Reiter and Megan 
Thomsen.First, we will be taking a gift and need survey from the congregation to 
build a database.  Ann and Megan will help match up the needs with gifts by 
keeping a list of both needs and gifts. Then as further needs/gifts arise, people 
can contact one of the coordinators either by phone, text or email. We will have 
updates in the weekly email and possibly Sunday bulletin as needed.Bear with 
us as this project is going to be a bit 'free-form' while we work out the bugs. This 
is a big project and moving it from visioning to reality is going to take some 
patience and grace. 

Gifts we have brainstormed could last for a few minutes, to a few hours, to a few 
weeks.  Some examples include (but are not limited to!!)

- Gifts of time: giving a ride to a doctor’s office, raking leaves, having afternoon 
coffee, mowing the lawn, going for a walk on the High Trestle Trail, etc.

- Gifts of items: making a meal for someone, giving a needed item of clothing, 
etc.

- Gifts of knowledge or craft: crochet/knitting, playing the guitar, speaking 
Spanish, teaching computer skills, woodworking, cooking for specific nutritional 
needs, doing yoga, remodeling a kitchen, etc.

Needs can be simple, mundane or intricate.We'd like to match up anyone with a 
need with someone who can help. Pastor Mary-Beth gave a wonderful sermon 
on being vulnerable a while ago. This project is a great way to practice that skill, 
ask for help and be rewarded with a meaningful connection to another member 
in the congregation. 

Our congregation is full of wonderful people who want to be of service!



Moderator’s Minute
At the end of a beautiful Advent season, came my start as your 

Moderator for the next two years.  I'm excited to have Lisa Winnie as 
the Vice Moderator, John Roosa still actively involved with the 

church leadership and a great executive board to work alongside. 
We started the year off with our second annual combined Planning 
and visioning meeting in January. If you weren't there, you missed 

an exciting and important process in determining what our focus will 
be for the upcoming year. It was amazing how multiple groups at 
various times throughout our planning/visioning session came up 

with similar goals. The Holy Spirit seemed to be moving us all in the 
same direction.

This is going to be a great year to get involved.  As we move into the 
Lenten season and soon Easter, there are a few weekly 

opportunities open for committees to serve Wednesday night Lenten 
suppers. There is also room to join the newly formed working group 
who has started discussion on how we can fill in for when Mary Beth 

is gone on her Sabbatical. This group welcomes your input for 
additional ideas and is hoping to get many of our church members 

involved during this time. There will be something for everyone who 
wishes to get involved. As we round out our summer, comes the 

Labor Day booth and from many years of preparation and serving 
our delicious sandwiches and pies that draws customers to return 
each year, we know it all couldn't happen without the help from our 
church family. Just around the corner comes more opportunity to 
help make and serve our bountiful Harvest Home Supper and this 

brings us back around to the hanging of the greens as we circle back 
around to Advent.

I hope you all take some time to prayerfully consider what role or 
roles (by all means, don't feel you need to limit yourself) you are 

moved to participate in this year. I'm excited to see where our 
journey and talents take us!

In Gods Love,
your Moderator,

Julie Mathes



Happy Birthday to all who have 
birthdays in March & APRIL

St. Paulʼs Contact Info:
Pastor - Rev. Mary Beth Mardis-LeCroy

Phone: 515-979-9681
Email: pastormarybeth@gmail.com 
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United Church of Christ Statement of Faith—original version 
We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and our Father, and to 
his deeds we testify:
He calls the worlds into being, creates man in his own image and sets before him the ways of 
life and death.
He seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.
He judges men and nations by his righteous will declared through prophets and apostles.
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, he has come to us and 
shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the world to himself.
He bestows upon us his Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, binding 
in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.
He calls us into his church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be his servants in the 
service of men, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in 
Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory.
He promises to all who trust him forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage in the 
struggle for justice and peace, his presence in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in his 
kingdom which has no end.
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto him.
Amen.

tel:515-979-9681
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Pauls-UCC-Madrid-Ia/201720056589635
mailto:stpaulsucc@iowatelecom.net
http://www.stpaulsuccchurch.com/515-795-2112
mailto:pastormarybeth@gmail.com


United Church of Christ Statement of Faith—adapted by Robert V. Moss
We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, who is made known to us in Jesus our brother, and to 
whose deeds we testify:
God calls the worlds into being, creates humankind in the divine image, and sets before us 
the ways of life and death.
God seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.
God judges all humanity and all nations by that will of righteousness declared through 
prophets and apostles.
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, God has come to us and 
shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the whole creation to its 
Creator.
God bestows upon us the Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ, 
binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and races.
God calls us into the church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to be servants in the 
service of the whole human family, to proclaim the gospel to all the world and resist the 
powers of evil, to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and 
victory.
God promises to all who trust in the gospel forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage 
in the struggle for justice and peace, the presence of the Holy Spirit in trial and rejoicing, and 
eternal life in that kingdom which has no end.
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto God.
Amen. 


